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Council Subcommittees/Council Representative on Community Boards
Mayor’s Beautification Task Force, Alaska Municipal League, Prince William Sound Economic Diversification District, and Alaska Gasline Port Authority

Occupation 
Teacher and Home School Director for Valdez City Schools

Tell the community a little about yourself and your background
I love people and have always spent my volunteer hours trying to improve life for my community members.  My husband, Alan Sorum, and I have been married for 34 of my 57 years.  Our daughter, Elise, is married and teaching in Douglas, Alaska.  We moved to Valdez in 1999 (from Wrangell, Alaska), our children graduated from VHS, we built our home in Alpine Woods, and continue to enjoy our surroundings and the wonderful opportunities that living in Valdez affords.
I have taught for well over 30 years in Arizona, and Alaska, in a one-room schoolhouse and in small and large school districts. My students have ranged from kindergarten to college, but the bulk of my classroom time has been in grades 5 – 9.  The degrees I have earned are a B.S. in Cellular and Developmental Biology from University of Arizona and an M.A. in Education Administration from Northern Arizona University.  I have worked many jobs: wild-land fire fighter, Hotshot, E.M.T., small business owner, guide for our guide outfitter business, phlebotomist/medical lab assistant and nurse’s aid to name a few.  My current hobbies include: gardening, fishing, hiking, reading, and following Alaska politics. I have been a member of the church of Christ since I was 14 and use His teachings as my guide to life and how to treat others.  I am an active member of the Alaska Public Employees-American Federation of Teachers union both on the state and local levels and I value the work of all public employees.


What are your goals being on City Council?
Valdez is in an exceptional place both geographically and financially and the next 5 years will be critical for finding a way forward to create a sustainable future. One Councilperson or Mayor cannot make a big enough difference acting alone, so the first thing to do is to ensure the council and administration work as a team and leave any personal agendas or past baggage behind.  Open and honest dialogue needs to happen on a regular basis and all public servants have to understand that if anything is to be accomplished, citizens need to be listened to, treated respectfully, and encouraged to help make decisions.  I will work to have the public process open to all. I care deeply about Education, Health Care, and Economic Diversification. My belief is: Stronger Education & Health Care Systems = a Stronger Economy & More Employment.  I won’t back down from doing the right thing even if it is hard.

What issues facing the City of Valdez are most important to you?
· Diversifying the economy
· Finding answers to the housing shortage
· Shipping, construction, and energy costs

All three of these concerns need to be answered to allow Valdez to truly thrive. "Thinking outside the box" and not being afraid to look at new ideas and approaches will be necessary to figure out ways to encourage more industry and business to start-up, expand, or relocate to Valdez.  Opening up more land will allow building of new, affordable housing which is essential to growth.  Finding ways to cap or reduce energy and shipping costs will be a something that I will ask to be a priority for the city.


What do you enjoy most about living in Valdez?
I enjoy the mountains, the ocean, the snow, the wildlife, but most of all the people who care deeply for this community and our state.  How lucky we are to live in the most beautiful place on Earth and be blessed with such abundance.

If citizens want to discuss concerns, how may they best contact you?
My home number is 835-3218 and my home email address is rknight@cvinternet.net.  After May 2016, I will be found in the Valdez Home School office in the District Office building, behind the elementary school, during work hours. That number is 834-4711.  Please call me with your concerns and ideas to help keep Valdez moving forward.
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