
 

 

Request for Proposals 
PERCENT FOR ART 

for the 
George H. Gilson Middle School 

1. SUMMARY 

In accordance with Alaska Statue 35.27, the City of Valdez (City) is requesting proposals for art 
concepts from artists and artist teams for design, fabrication and installation of up to four art works 
for the interior of the new George H. Gilson Middle School currently under construction in Valdez.  
Artists may apply for one or multiple commissions. 

Potential proposers must register to receive a copy of RFP documents by contacting Joyce Kuhn 
(907) 276-8095 or email joyce.kuhn@arcadis-us.com.  Proposals will be received until 3:00 p.m. 
Alaska time on January 27, 2014. 

2. PROJECT INFORMATION 

The new middle school will be a 56,125 square foot facility located mostly on one floor with a utility 
penthouse on a second floor. The key components of the design were formulated during the 
creation of the Education Specifications which evolved through a series of planning labs with broad-
based representations from Valdez Schools, as well as community members, parents, teachers and 
students. The project includes a new gym, wrestling room, wood shop, track & field, and the 
reconfiguration of traffic flows and parking.  

Identified Project goals guiding the design process include: 

• Clear Identity from adjacent High School 
• Safe and Inviting Environment  
• Adaptable and Flexible Learning Environments 
• Durable, Maintainable Materials and Systems 
• Energy Efficiency 
• Provide for Community Use 

3. ARCHITECT STATEMENT  

The design of the Gilson Middle School is organized into four key areas: Welcome Center, Core 
Academic wing, Physical Education and Building Service all surrounding a bright and welcoming 
Entry Hall that is a multi-functional space that is used as the Lobby, Cafeteria and Gathering Area.  
With large south facing windows, the space will radiate an inviting glow, creating a beacon of light 
to morning entrants on cold winter mornings and provide for wide vistas from within to the 
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Chugach Mountains.   Both exterior and interior colors reflect the pride of the gold and blue Husky 
mascots.  Materials and palette echo a Scandinavian design reference, with clean simple lines and 
massing, the bold use of solid colors in a background of bright white and the recurring use of warm 
wood tones for cabinetry, doors, and ceilings throughout. 

4. THEMES/CONCEPTS 

• Warm and welcoming  
• Sunshine or sunburst and/or use of yellows and oranges to brighten the area(s) 
• Student oriented / appreciated by students 
• Activities 
• Expressing outdoor recreation 
• Touchable 
• Interactive 

5. MEDIA AND INTERIOR SITE DESCRIPTIONS 

Consideration for ability to clean, costs for cleaning, maintenance and longevity are to be 
considered. Artist(s) may propose on any one location and/or provide a piece or that transitions or 
coordinates with adjacent spaces. 

• Location 1:  One (1) work located on the bulk head wall above multipurpose space  
• Location 2:  One (1) work of suspended artwork in entry area 
• Location 3:  One (1) work of stained glass at high glass above main entry area 
• Location 4:  One (1) work located on wall above fireplace 
• Location 5:  One (1) work at column(s)at areas of commons lockers 

The attached architectural renderings depict the desired interior locations selected to display 
artwork (Attachment A). Project technical drawings are available for viewing at the Project Office 
located at 357 Robe River Drive, Valdez, Alaska and at ARCADIS, 880 H Street, Suite 101, Anchorage, 
Alaska 99501. Artists must contact Joyce Kuhn via email joyce.kuhn@arcadis-us.com to schedule an 
opportunity to view technical drawings. 

6. BUDGET 

City has allocated up to One Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($150,000.00) for all interior artwork 
included in this solicitation, each location allocated up to $30,000. Actual price paid to artist(s) will 
be negotiated.  

7. SCOPE OF SERVICES 

Each artwork negotiation includes all costs of design, engineering, artist travel costs, fabrication, 
installation, custom lighting, photographic documentation and description. State laws related to 
construction, licensing, insurance, bonding and prevailing wage rates will apply.  

Installation by artist/artists is estimated to begin on July 15, 2014 and be complete by August 15, 
2014. 
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8. PROPOSAL CONTENT AND FORMAT 

Artists and artist teams are invited to submit concept proposals for any or all of the art display 
locations referenced in this RFP. Artists interested in this opportunity must prepare and submit the 
following materials, each labeled with the artist’s name and contact information.  

8.1. Cover Letter.  A cover letter should be no more than one page in length, include all 
artists’ contact information, locations proposed, and explanation of the art concept 
proposed. This letter must be signed by the artist/artists or other individual who has the 
authority to enter into an agreement.  

8.2. Proposed Concept Sketch and Supporting Material.  Sketches / renderings must be no 
larger than 11” by 17”. Other supporting documents such as models and materials may 
be provided. 

8.3. Compensation.  A fully completed and signed Artist Project Budget MUST accompany all 
proposals and must be inclusive of all project costs including: design, travel, shipping, 
engineering, fabrication, installation, insurance, identifying plaque. 

8.4. Artist Resumes/References.  A current resume should be submitted for each artist 
and/or all artists proposing as a team that includes at least (3) references to be 
contacted about artist’s experience. The satisfactory completion of similar projects of 
equal size and complexity will be an important element in the proposal’s evaluation. 
Include information on all subcontractors that will be used. The City reserves the right 
to approve or disapprove the use of any or all subcontractor(s). 

8.5. Artist Portfolio.  Submit no more than ten (10) color images of the artist’s 
representative work. Artists applying as a team may submit up to five (5) digital images 
of each artist’s work.  

• JPG images must be no more than 2 MB.  
• File names should include the title of the artwork.  
• Digital images must be submitted on a PC compatible CD/DVD or flash drive to 

avoid formatting issues.  
• CD/DVDs must be labeled with artist name and contact information placed in a 

plastic CD/DVD case.  
• Annotated image list must include a brief description of each image stating the 

title, date, medium, size, location, and commission budget if the piece was 
commissioned.  

• Artist may include up to three supporting materials, such as reviews, news articles, 
letters of recommendation, and other related materials.  

9. SUBMITTALS 

9.1. Deadline.  Proposals will be received until 3:00 p.m. on January 27, 2014. 

9.2. Delivery Instructions.  To be considered, all proposals must be delivered to the address 
below, on or before the deadline, and in the number of copies required. Faxed and 
electronic proposals will not be accepted.  
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• Mark envelope(s) to identify the project:  RFP: George H. Gilson Middle School – 
Artwork  

• Mail, hand or courier deliver sealed envelope to:  
Joyce Kuhn, ARCADIS 
880 H Street, Suite 101 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

9.3. Required Number of Copies.  One signed original, and three copies of the proposal shall 
be enclosed in an opaque, sealed envelope marked with the project title and name and 
address of proposer. If the proposal is sent through the mail or other delivery system, 
the sealed envelope shall be enclosed in a separate envelope with the notation 
“PROPOSAL ENCLOSED” on the face thereof. 

10. PROJECT SITE VISIT 

Project site visits can be accommodated by Proposers sending a request, via email to 
joyce.kuhn@arcadis-us.com, with a requested date.  Typically, site visits will take place between 
noon and 12:30 p.m.  Efforts will be made to meet the requested date, but the project’s activities 
will be considered before scheduling. 

Attendees will meet their guide at the Project Office located at 357 Robe River Drive, Valdez, Alaska 
(project trailer is behind the school).  

The new George H. Gilson Middle School is an active construction site. All attendees must wear 
appropriate clothing and hard soled, closed toe footwear to participate in the site tour.  

11. SELECTION CRITERIA  

The criteria for selection will include:  

• Proposed concept, including, durability, maintenance and safety. 
• Quality, appropriateness and originality of artist’s past work as evidenced by documents 

provided.  
• References that attest to quality of past art works, qualifications and ability to complete the 

work. 
• Cost.  

All proposals received will be reviewed by the Art and Interiors Committee. A limited number of 
artists responding to this RFP may be selected by the Arts and Interiors Committee to submit 
further developed concepts of their original artwork proposal. 

12. SELECTION SCHEDULE: 

All dates are approximate and contingent upon the completion of previous activities. 

Submittal of proposals due:   3:00 p.m., Monday, January 27, 2014 
Interview selected finalists:  Committee may request interview of finalists; if so, details will be 

coordinated with finalists. 
Award of Contract:  Estimated by February 28, 2014 
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13. REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION  

DEADLINE:  4:00 p.m. Alaska time, Friday, January 17, 2014 

Questions must be in writing. Written answers will be provided to all proposers. In the event it 
becomes necessary to revise any part of this RFP, addenda will be provided to any entity that was 
provided the basic RFP package. CITY reserves the right to postpone the date and time for receipt of 
proposals at any time prior to the time announced.  

Direct questions or requests for any additional information in writing to:  

Joyce Kuhn 
ARCADIS 
880 H Street, Suite 101, Anchorage, AK  99501 
or email joyce.kuhn@arcadis-us.com  

14. PROPOSAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS  

Any costs incurred in responding to this request are at the proposer’s sole risk and will not be 
reimbursed by City. This RFP does not in any way commit City to reimburse recipients of this RFP for 
any of the costs of preparing and submitting a proposal for these services. Furthermore, this RFP 
does not obligate City to accept or contract for any services expressed or implied.  

City reserves the right to: (1) Modify or otherwise alter any or all of the requirements herein. In the 
event of any modifications, all selected Proposers will be given an equal opportunity to modify their 
proposals in the specific areas that are requested. (2) Reject any proposal not adhering to any and 
all requirements set forth in this RFP. (3) Reject any or all responses received. City reserves the right 
to terminate this RFP at any time.  

City reserves the right to waive informalities and to make a selection as deemed in its own best 
interest. City reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals which it deems to be not in the 
best interests of City and to proceed with the next proposer or to utilize an entirely different 
process.  

All proposals and other materials become the property of City and may be returned only at the 
option of City. All proprietary cost and pricing information provided will be held in confidence.  

EXHIBITS  
Architectural Renderings/Art Display Locations  
 

-END OF RFP- 
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Location 1 - bulk head wall above multipurpose space
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Location 2:  suspended artwork above main entry area.
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Location 3: High glass above main entrance. Also refer to exterior view provided.
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Location 4:  Wall space above fireplace adjacent to main entrance
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Location 4:  Wall space above fireplace adjacent to main entrance
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Location 5:  column within common area lockers
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